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them extend to much greater distances. Some of the lakes
are long and naixow, others of fantastic trace, with long,
finger-like bays protruding into the country in all directions.
The belt of lakes, roughly speaking, averages 25 miles in
breadth, and includes hundreds of sheets of water and marsh,
varying in size from the lakes above described to mere ponds,
which could only be shown on a very large scale map.

The forests, which in ancient times clothed the whole of
this country, had, in 1807, and even now have, onty partially
been cleared. It was often, for a distance of many miles,
impossible to find an area sufficiently clear of continuous
forest to allow of the deployment of considerable forces.
The great forest of Johannisburg extended, almost con-
tinuously, for 45 miles north of the upper Narew, with a
breadth varying from 6 to 15 mttes.

The principal waterways of this tract were the following:
The Vistula, rising in the Carpathian Mountains, is, even at
"Warsaw, a large stream with a breadth of several hundred
yards. From Warsaw to a point some 20 miles below Thorn
(a distance of nearly 130 miles as the crow flies) the river
flows generally north-west between low banks, in a broad
marshy bed, studded with innumerable islands. At this point
it turns sharply to a direction slightly east of north, the
right bank begins to acquire some height and, in the
neighbourhood of Graudenz, rises to the dignity of a range
of hills. Some 30 miles south of the Gulf of Danzig, the
stream divides, the right branch flowing north-east and
falling into the Frisches-Haff, the great lagoon which stretches
from 20 miles east of Danzig to Koenigsberg. The left
branch flowing north nearly to the sea, again subdivides,
part of it falling into the western end of the Frisches-Haff,
the rest running west to Danzig, where it turns north into
the Gulf of Danzig. The river and the Frisches-Haff thus
separate from the main land the long, low, narrow strip
of land known as the Frische-Nehrung, in which a breach,
at Hllai* towards its north-eastern extremity, affords an
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